
Why choose Australia for education?
Australia has an excellent education system, cultural diversity, high living 

standards, friendly people and it is a safe country when compared to many 

locations internationally.

The Australian Alumni network is very strong in Hong Kong and through 

out the region, and it is an excellent resource to connect with locally when 

considering Australia as a destination for education. Take an opportunity 

to attend regular events, to provide you with an opportunity to discuss the 

experiences of past graduates who studied in Australia.

I would highly recommend Australia as a destination for education, no mater 

if Primary, Secondary or at University level, and if I can assist anyone to 

get connected to the right people so you enjoy an Australian educational 

experience, I would be very happy to do so.

There were 526,932 enrolments by full-fee paying international students in 

Australia on a student visa in 2013. A 2.6% increase on 2012 and compares 

with 5.9% per year, which is the average annual growth rate for enrolments 

over the past 10 years.

The education options are numerous these days, and many countries are 

keen to attract foreign full fee paying students to assist their bottom line 

and diversity, so doing your own research on a geographic location and 

educational facility is essential.

For Australia in 2012-13, China continued to be the top source country 

for international students with 54,015 student visa grants, followed 

by India whose nationals were granted 24,808 student visas. 

Together they represented 30.4 per cent of total student visa 

grants in 2012-13.

In 2012-13, 92.9 per cent of student visa applicants were granted a student 

visa. Total grant rates in 2012-13 increased for all student visa subclasses 

compared to the previous year.

In Australia to be eligible for a student visa, an applicant must be accepted for 

full time study in a course listed on the Commonwealth Register of Institutions 

and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS). 

Applicants must also meet financial, health insurance, English language 

proficiency and health and character requirements. 

Student visas are issued for the entire period of study in Australia. Visas are 

issued in alignment with the period for which the applicant has Overseas 

Student Health Cover (OSHC). 

Overall, international students enrich Australian communities; deepen 

international links and also the worlds understanding of Australia as a country 

to visit, live, work and play. So when you are considering a destination for 

education, make Australia top on your list.
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Andrew Johnson MEi, MBA, is an Australian citizen 

living in Hong Kong, and is a member of the Hong 

Kong Swinburne Alumni and a regular attendee at 

events and meetings of  The Federation of Australian 

Alumni Associations Hong Kong.
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